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Devoted to our Debit Cards  
Debit cards are an essential everyday tool for many of 

us.  Not only are they a convenient way to access cash 

or pay for almost anything imaginable at millions of 

locations; they’re also a great way to qualify for 

rewards- some of our most recent winners are pictured 

in this newsletter.   

By now you most likely have heard about the 

continuously-evolving Target breach.  While Harvest 

Bank is confident in our swift response, we also realize 

that a breach such as this may well occur again at any 

retailer.   

This issue will review our response to the Target 

incident; explain our new offering, the free Bolt$ app 

(which can be utilized even if you don’t have a 

smartphone or tablet); and finally, provide commentary 

on the need for vigilance in avoiding scammers. 

Target Data Breach:  Harvest Bank reacted swiftly to 

news that 40 million (now as many as 70 million) debit 

and credit cards were compromised at Target between 

November 27 and December 15.  We immediately 

contacted all affected cardholders and secured their 

permission to close existing cards and reissue new ones.  

Harvest Bank did all of this at its own expense, because 

protecting our customers’ data is of utmost importance 

to us. 

As always, we also recommend that debit card users 

regularly monitor their accounts for unusual activity.  

And we have found a helpful solution in the new 

Shazam Bolt$ app.  Available at your smartphone’s app 

store, or https://bolts.shazam.net/ShazamWebPortal/index.php, 

this FREE app can be set up to alert you via email when 

any transaction over a certain dollar amount has 

occurred, any foreign transactions have been placed, or 

when any suspicious activity has occurred.  It also lets 

you see your debit card account balance.  It works 

whether you have a smart phone, tablet or computer as 

your method of receiving emails.  See our website or 

Facebook page for more info, and feel free to call us for 

more information or help setting it up!   

 

 

What about credit cards?  Harvest Bank partners with 

TCM Bank to provide Visa® Platinum credit cards.  If you 

believe you may have been affected, we recommend 

you contact TCM's customer service at 1-800-883-0131 

(also listed on the back of your card).  As Harvest Bank 

does, TCM Bank will issue a new Visa® card free of 

charge. 

Holiday Rewards 
Holiday Rewards was back this year and bigger than 

ever!  Harvest Bank debit cardholders were 

automatically entered in our in-house cash sweepstakes 

(totaling $1,500) according to the number of Point-of-

Sale transactions made during November and 

December.  Following are some pictures of winners!  

 
Nicholas Donnay of St. Augusta,  
pictured with Pauline Kilanowski 

 

 
Bob Flaschenriem of Watkins,  

pictured with Lois Jensen 

 
Laurel Hunt of South Haven (r), 

pictured with TyLynn Theis 

https://bolts.shazam.net/ShazamWebPortal/index.php


 

 
Jerome Schuldt of Clearwater,  
Pictured with Katie Lovegren 

 

 
Daryl Deisting of Kandiyohi, 
 pictured with Nancy Palmer 

 
 

 
Steve Heveron of Kandiyohi (l),  

pictured with Jim Strouth 
 

 
Greg Holm of Atwater,  

pictured with Ella Meyerson 
 

 
Emily Kaiser of Atwater (l),  

Pictured with Theresa Frericks 

 

 

Scam warning   
By Bob Meyerson, Chairman 

According to an article in the Jan./Feb. issue of The 

Atlantic magazine, internet scammers have found a new 

way to make millions, hundreds of millions. They don’t 

do it by counterfeiting your credit or debit cards, 

hacking into your on-line accounts, or even siphoning 

off your information at ATMS or check-out readers. 

They simply get you to agree to their terms: 

Jesse Willms defrauded consumers of some 

$467 million by enticing them to sign up for 

“risk free” product trials and then billing their 

cards recurring fees for a litany of automatically 

enrolled services they hadn’t noticed in the fine 

print. 

The enticing is quite clever. Much of it pertains to 

dieting, using fraudulent claims. Willms has been 

successfully sued by the government, Microsoft, even 

Oprah for making false claims or providing false 

endorsements. But he has not been jailed. The reason? 

He gets you to willingly sign up for his offer. 

The offer typically promises “risk free” or just plain 

“free.” All you have to do is sign the agreement, pages 

of information you probably skip over, containing 

frequent use of the word “free.” But buried in there 

somewhere are recurrent charges for something you 

did not know about. Once you agree, you are caught. 

Unlike identity theft or counterfeited documents, where 

charges can be reversed, this scam is probably going to 

be at your own expense. Not only that, trying to get rid 

of the charges is not easy. Your best bet if it happens is 

to cancel the card and have it reissued.  

What can you do to protect yourself? Be very careful 

what you sign up for; be careful what you “click” on 

online. Read the agreements carefully. If they are too 

long, walk away. While we sell an excellent product to 

assist you in the case of ID theft (ID Theft Smart) it will 

not help you in this instance, other than to tell you what 

you need to do. There is no substitute for vigilance on 

your part. 

 

 


